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Editing a multi-author volume is a diplomatic as 
well as an intellectual challenge. Danielsson and 
Sjovall are to be congratulated on their response. 
They have not only assembled an array of scientists 
of international repute but also persuaded them to 
write a stimulating series of reviews in a uniformly 
high standard of English. 
These concern recent developments in the field 
with references to work published in the decade up 
to, and including, 1985. Earlier reviews are also 
referenced. Steroid hormones, which would fill a 
volume on their own, have deliberately been 
excluded. 
It is difficult to fault this well-balanced, 
readable book which brings the reader as up to 
date as may reasonably be expected. It should find 
a place in every library with biochemical preten- 
sions as well as on the personal bookshelves of all 
interested parties not fortunate enough to receive a 
review copy. 
The sterol section of the book comprises 8 of the 
14 chapters (225 pages) and is principally directed 
towards cholesterol. There are, however, chapters 
on Structures, biosynthesis and function of sterols 
in invertebrates (Ikekawa) and Biosynthesis of 
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plant sterols (Goodwin). Cholesterol based 
chapters include Biosynthesis (Rilling and Chayet), 
Control mechanisms in uptake and biosynthesis 
(Rodwell et al.), Cholesterol absorption and 
metabolism by the intestinal epithelium (Stange 
and Dietschy) and Cholesterol and biomembrane 
structures (Chapman et al.). These chapters are 
‘hard-core’ science with copious medical 
references reflecting the special interests of many 
of the authors. 
The six bile acid chapters continue the standard 
set earlier and comprehensively run the gamut of 
current research work. These are Bile alcohols and 
primitive bile acids (Hoshita), Metabolism of bile 
acids in liver and extrahepatic tissues (Elliott), 
Metabolism of bile acids in intestinal microflora 
(Hylemon), Physical-chemical properties of bile 
acids and their salts (Carey) and Roles of bile acids 
in intestinal lipid digestion and absorption 
(Borgstrom et al.). Again although the clinical in- 
terest of many of the contributors is clearly seen 
these chapters will be of value to all biochemists. 
A.R. Tammar 
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